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THE NEW DEPUTY DIRECTOR
OF
AGRICULTURE

The new Deputy Director of A g r i c u l t u r e ,
M r . E. N. Fitzpatrick, has had wide experience in agricultural research and administration.
Now aged 40, he is the
youngest Deputy Director yet appointed.
T h e first 12 years of his career in the
Department were spent on soil and pasture
research and for the following six years he
was one of the Department's senior scient i f i c administrators.
D u r i n g this t i m e he
represented the Department on a number
of national agricultural committees.
M r . Fitzpatrick was born in November,
1929, the son of a Bruce Rock farmer. He
received his secondary education at Northam H i g h School and attended the U n i versity of Western Australia from 1947 to
1950.
He completed t h e degree of Bachelor of Science in A g r i c u l t u r e in 1950, and
in 1956 was awarded a Master of Science in
A g r i c u l t u r e degree for w o r k on the establishment and n u t r i t i o n of subterranean
clover, carried out as a research officer in
the Department of A g r i c u l t u r e .
He joined the Department's Plant Research Division in November, 1950, and
until 1962, worked on problems of pasture
establishment and n u t r i t i o n in the higher
rainfall areas of the State.
He was closely
associated w i t h the experimental work at
Esperance and other developing areas which

made the development of large areas of
land in Western Australia economically
feasible.
He was also involved in planning and
setting up major stocking rate x superphosphate rate and clover strain x ewe fert i l i t y experiments.
In 1962 he was appointed to the new
position of Scientific Liaison Officer, in
which capacity he assisted the Director and
Deputy Director in technical aspects of
administration, handled the development
and supervision of programmes financed by
special research and extension grants f r o m
Commonwealth and industry sources and
attended national meetings on agricultural
matters.
M r . Fitzpatrick was transferred back to
the Plant Research Division as acting Chief
of the Division in 1968 and was appointed
Chief early in 1969. He was appointed
Deputy Director of Agriculture in September, 1969.
He is a member of the Commonwealth
Wheat Research Council, the West Australian W h e a t Industry Research Committee,
the State Dairy Advisory Committee and
the Council of the W . A . Institute of Technology.
In 1967 and 1968 he was President of the W . A . Branch of the Australian
Institute of Agricultural Science.
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